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THIS MONTH IN
REVOLUTIONARY
HISTORY:
JANUARY

So now Red Rosa has passed away.
Where she lies none can say.
She told the truth to the poor, that's why

The rich decided she had to die.
— Bertolt Brecht, 1919

ROSA LUXEMBURG

January has seen some of the darkest days
in revolutionary history. This month has
proven that wherever the people awaken to

the possibilities of revolution, opposite
forces spring up just as quickly, ready to put
the revoiution down at all costs. In
Germany, over one hundred years ago,
Rosa Luxemburg was at the forefront of a
movement to put the government in the
hands of the people. In January of 1919 she
was pulled from the apartment she was
hiding in, executed, and left in the river by
her killers. The decisive defeat of
Luxemburg and her allies cleared the way
for the slide into fascism which took place in
Germany over the following decades.

Much later, in a different part of the world,
Patrice Lumumba, the anti-imperialist prime
minister of the Republic of the Congo, was
executed after giving himself up to the
enemy who had captured his family.
Lumumba was a figure who inspired the
people of the Congo and was central to
breaking free from Belgium’'s colonial
control. Lumumba promised to puil the
Republic of the Congo out of the hands of
the imperialist powers that dominated the
lives of the people. For this promise they
kiled him. Since then it has been
discovered that Belgium and the United
States had a hand in Lumumba’s execution.

What is it that sends the rich
into such a frenzy that they
unflinchingly and violently
crush every stirring towards
liberation? The so-called
“democratic” nations with
their rich and powerful elites
have never accepted any
limits to their authority. There
is no conscience judging the
outcomes of their constant
interventions in the world.
They are driven by the purest
faith that their position in
society is right.
Consequently the position of

the poor is right as well. it is right that some
people should live in crumbling apartments
or be forced to move every year in search of
a place to live. To the rich, things are as they
should be, at least, aside from the presence
of those people who would have it any other
way.

These two viclent Januaries, one in the
frosty streets of Berlin and the other in the
dry heat of the Congolese summer, each
remind us that liberation is a dangerous
aim. Nevertheless, the memory of the utter
lengths the rich and powerful are willing to
go in order to maintain the apparent
‘rightness” of their position only
emphasizes the wrongness of this order.
Things are not as they shouid be. People
should not be forced to leave their homes
by the Drew Millards and the imran Khans
of this world, men as sure of the
rightecusness of their actions as those who
ordered the executions of Luxemburg and
Lumumba. As we look back at revoiut;onarv
history, we should remember on the path to
revolution the stakes only go up. if cur path
is true, we will need to emulate the bravery
of Patrice and Rosa. *

PATRICE LUMUMBA

> heating issues, let old
t go unmaintained, or

, tenants are the ones left
sther your heat is on or off.

and if he’s giving you a

money in his pocket. Your misery is the
landlord’s profit.

Chicago has tried to |
Ordinance. From September 15th to June
heat to apartments where tenants don't

have control of the heat Chicago
landlords are also required to keep

are ‘no joke. ‘When :
pairs when they do

ks for your rent in full at the

50% apartment’ and charging 100%
_ prices, then he’s doing his job right: more

eep landlordsv :
accountable with the Chicago Heat

1st, the city requires that landlords supply

heatmg eqmpment wcthm apanments in
‘good operating condition.”  Indoor

_ temperature is required to be at ieast
68°F ‘

~ during ‘the day

1 8:30 am. to 10:30

.) and at least 66°F at
night (from 10:30 p.m.to |
8:30 a.m.) No matter the |
reason, if landlords do
not keep apartments
heated, they can face
fines of $500 to $‘Z 000 |

B the thing is, we've

seen individuals fight landlords who break

this law time and time again, and come
out the losers. Why? Because the truth is
that the law is on the landiord’s side.
Landlords can afford lawsuits while
tenants can’t. And if you can, lawyers and
judges side with private property owners
nine tvmes out of ten. Even if the threat of

make up the money spent on repairs.

‘Well, should we give 100% rent for 80%,
50%, or 0% apartments? If we aren't
‘getting our end of the ‘deal, then neither

* landiord, text the All-Chicago Tenant
 Alliance @ (773) 770-5650. ‘We will

lawsuits push landlords into heating
repairs, tenants still get pushed out
through rent increases down the line to :

So what can we do? We need to
make our misery not in the landiord’s
interest. That means making repair the
less castiy avenue. That means making
heating issues not save him money, but
cost him money. How can we do that?

should he!

.~ If your apartment isn‘t staymg f
warm and you want to stand up to your

work together with you and your
neighbors to establish a tenant union
of your own to ﬁght the landiord
tngether.
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Keep your eyes open!
Don't let your landlord isolate
you from the tenant movement
blossoming in Chicago!

Be ready!

Decades of landlord control
over our neighborhoods won't
end without a fight!

Stay smart!

Landlords pump their
perspectives into every news
outlet in Chicago; it's time
tenants had a voice of their own!

Tenants Taik has eyes con the
landiord. Do you?

PTA SENDS DELEGATION TO
ALDERMAN TALIAFERRO

Written by a tenant-leader of the
Parkside Terrace Alliance

PTA decided it was time for a face to face
with Alderman Taliaferro. We orchestrated
to have several members of the PTA attend
the weekly alderman’s meeting, intent on
demanding his help with us getting an
individual unit building wide inspection to
help shed more light and corrective action
against slumlord Gregory B Jones. On
December 15, 2025 we marched in over 10
strong armed with large enhanced photos
showing what tenants are combating daily.
Waiting patiently it was our turn to meet with
the alderman. As we walked into his large
office as a united front, | boldly introduced
myself and the PTA. | explained how we got
to this point and why we needed his help in
getting this building wide inspection done.
PTA presented photos of rats being caught
daily, garbage piling up in the hallways and
trash chute, common areas neglected due
to no janitorial staff, broken pipes,

appliances and more. To our surprise, the
alderman was on our side. Came up with a
plan to get the Department of Buildings
involved and help coordinate this building
wide inspection. We were thrilled at his
response and action plan. With the holidays
we were already prepared to wait. Currently
we are awaiting contact from an inspector
with a day and a time to conduct as many
inspections as possible for 130 and 143 N.
Parkside.

SLUMLORD IMRAN KHAN SUES
ORGANIZERS AND TENANTS OF
ACTA AND FAD

In January 2025, Chicago's now notorious
slumlords Imran Khan and Faria [brahim
bought four buildings in Rogers Park. They
arrived with a textbook gentrification plan:
kick out the Hispanic warking class tenants
who nave lived in the building for decades
and replace them with richer ones to line
their pockets. This plan was set intc motion
with a mass of letters sent to tenants across
the four buildings offering new leases with
rent hikes of up to $800, prompting tenants
across the four buildings to begin talking
with one another and meeting together to
organize a response to Khan's gentrification
attempts. They formed a union: Fuerzas
Activas de la Damen.

Since the tenants have unionized, Khan
has made many attempts to bust the union.
He...

* Hired private security to patrol the
buildings and intimidate tenants
trying to meet together.

+ Threatened arrest and eviction during
the peak of ICE’s terror.

* Sent hired goons to pressure tenants
at their doors to leave the union and
take side deals.

+ Stole tenants' cameras and
impounded tenants’ cars with parking
passes.

* Most pitifully Khan even tried to bribe
tenants with free pizza!

Despite his efforts to bust the union,
Khan was met with good-faith efforts from

FAD to bargain for fair contracts.
Following many failed attempts to
bring Khan to the negotiation table,
on November 1st, FAD authorized a
historic rent strike by unanimous
vote. Tenants across 69 units,
representing over 40% of ail units
across the four buildings Khan
purchased, agreed to withhold the
entirety of their rent until Khan met
them at the negotiation table.

Khan's latest response? He filed
two retaliatory lawsuits against
random members of striking tenant
union Fuerzas Activas de la Damen
and organizers of the All-Chicago
Tenant Alliance in an attempt fo
scare tenants out of the fight for fair
contracts. This latest move
represents a step beyond recouping
any supposed “lost” income. Khan and
Finfer are trying to set a precedent against
all striking tenants; now and in the future.
Not only are they attempting to lock FAD
and ACTA in a costly, frivolous lawsuit:
they're attempting to show their fellow
landlords and landlord proxies how to
squash tenants from erganizing across the
city.

All tenants of Chicago should keep their
eyes and ears pointed toward FAD, as they
are paving a path that many tenants should
hope to walk down one day soon!

SEELEY FALLS TO SLUMLORD
IMRAN KHAN’S RELENTLESS GREED
If you've been reading your Tenants Talk,
you'll recognize the name Imran Khan.
Khan bought four buildings in Rogers Park
earlier this year and tried to hike rents by up
o $7060 a month. The tenanis in these
buildings unionized and have gone on
strike. Rather than fix the countless issues
in his existing portfolio (which range from
leaks and rats to massive holes in the walls
and broken appliances) Imran Khan has
turned his greedy eyes towards other
properties in the neighborhood. This time
he has gotten his hands on a quiet
multifamily building on Seeley Ave. The
building was previously owned by Hunter
Properties who kept the building in fair
condition. Now that Khan is in control that is
certain to change. If it's anything like his
previous projects, tenants can expect major
hikes in rent and a dropoff in services.
When buildings like this change hands,
tenants rarely know until the deal is done
and there's nothing to be done. In this case
however, ACTA saw the sale coming.
Contact with the tenants began months ago
with the hopes of getting the tenants
organized enough to demand extended
leases. This strategy is an important but
difficult approach tenants can take if they
know their building is for sale. It is powerful
because the new landlord, who will usuaily
be looking to raise rents and pay off his
mortgage, has to respect the terms of
existing leases. It is difficult because the
situation rarely feels urgent so far in



Want to fight back? Page 4
Text (773) 778-5658 or Issue 20 | 3Jan. 20826
i55u { N. 294

visit chicagotenants.com

% NEWS FROM THE TENANT POINT OF VIEW %

advance. If you are in this situation, don't be
complacent—unionizing when things are
calm can save you a lot of difficulty later. In
the case of Seeley, tenants did not organize
in time to win their demands and the sale
occurred. Now the identity of the previously
unknown buyer is public, and it may be the
worst case scenario. Imran Khan has come
to Seeley, and it is up to the residents to
stand up to the gentrifier of Rogers Park.

LANDLORD GREED THREATENS
BELOVED SOUTHSIDE COMMUNITY
HUB, MAMA AFRICA’S

In  South Shore, Mama Africa’s
Marketplace has served as an important
gathering place for the community for years.
The space has been a center of
revolutionary activity, acting as a meeting
space, a headquarters for community
programs such as “Feed the People”, and
hosting Pan-African teach-ins.

Despite the popularity of Mama Africa's
Marketplace with the community, the tides
of gentrification in South Shore are

threatening the existence of the space. The
monopoly that the landlords have over the
livable space in Chicago means the
landlords decide what stays..and what
goes. The market makes no exceptions.
When the landiord who owns Mama Africa’s
building received an offer, the peopie who
run the beloved community space were the
last to find out. Now, Mama Africa’s Market
has to choose, move out of the building
which has become so central to the
community and hope there’s another space
to move into, or outbid the buyer. This is
why they are turning to the community for
funding to save Mama Africa’s. Even though
it will be a difficult campaign, Mama Africa’s
Marketplace was fortunate to even have
this opportunity, most of the time sales like
these happen without any chance to put in
a counter offer.

As the gentrification of South Shore
continues, we will undoubtediy see more
and more of the neighborhood in need of
support to aveid being washed away with
the tide. What is cerfain is that these crises

will only end when decisions about the
buildings and spaces in the neighborhood
are made by the people who live inside
them and not by landiords looking "to
maximize their profit.

To support Mama Africa’s Marketplace,
scan this QR code:

* ACTA makes first contact
with 8289 W Cuyler, and the
tenants form Fuerzas Inguilinos
de Broadway y Cuyler (FIBC).

January

February

* ACTA first attends Belden Sawyer
Tenant Alliance (BSTA) meetings and
speaks at a BSTA press conference
outside the building. Shortly after this,
they vote to authorize a rent strike,
the first in the city in over 40 years.

* ACTA begins working at
143 & 130 N. Parkside, and
the tenants form the Parkside
Terrace Alliance (PTA). =

April
* Rent Strike Artist Raffle raises
$1810 for ACTA's strike fund.

March 2025:THEYEARO

Jul

* ACTA makes fi

* Fuerzas Inquilinos joins the first buildings in Rogers
coordinated rent strike in recent Imran Khan, and Fue
history in solidarity with BSTA. Damen (FAD) bec

tenant union and d

May

* Parkside Terrace Alliance
holds its first rally and barbecue.

* BSTAand ACTA wake
Drew Millard up at 10
pm demanding a deal.

June

* Fuerzas inquilinos de
Broadway vy Cuyler

hosts a family barbecue.

Nl
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IAMA
REVOLUTIONARY

| am a 2Z6-year-old from the suburbs of
Chicago. It's hard to imagine someone like
me declaring | am a revolutionary. Before |
met ACTA, | assumed revolutionaries only
existed in history or in far-off countries and
that they only emerged during times of
reactionary struggle against oppressive
governments once it reached a boiling
point. | didn't realize that, sure, those
instances create revolutionaries, but there
are many other ways revolutionaries come
to be. I've found that the commonality
across all revolutionary actions is that they
are built by people and nothing ever
happens out of thin air. The struggle is
made by peopie who are exactly like you
and me.

As i've moved into my mid-20s, I've
viewed myself in this process of becoming...
Probably cheesy, yes, but it feels true.

Becoming in the sense of intentionally
creating my life, developing my
understanding of positionality in the world,
and my sense of home and community. |
also like to think I'm in the process of
becoming a revolutionary

“Who are we? Where do we come from?
Where are we going? What are we wailing
for? What awaits us? It is a question of
learning hope.”

I'm sure we've all felt as though we are
in this process of becoming and have
recognized it from time fo time. Here is a
glimpse into my not-yet-become
revolutionary life.

The first time | looked around and
realized we were all being screwed over
was when | got my first job at 16, | worked
in a nursing home as an activity coordinator.
For most of my time there | got to play
games, make arts and crefts, and read to
the patients. At 18, | became a caregiver
and did this for ahout $10-15/hr As a
teenager, with friends making minimum

wage, those numbers were a big deal. |
always felt like | won the best ‘starter’ job in
the world—but | also put a sincere amount
of weight into the work because it gave me
a sense of purpose. | tock on exira shifts
because we were constantly short-staffed
and | felt obligated to my coworkers.

| stuck out like a sore thumb among
them. | was a bubbly young person with a
do-good attitude working there from 16-19,
while most of them were in their 30s-50s
with real life shit going on. Some had kids to
care for, their own parents to tend to, or had
to pick up second jobs to make ends
meet—all while working a laborious job
here that required them to lift heavy things
all day everyday. One of my closest
coworkers was a beioved 55-year-oid
caregiver with bad knees and a “| don't take
shit” attitude who had been doing this work
for decades. We were unorthodox work
friends, and | always tried to hslp her a little
exira since | could tell when her overtime
weeks were adding up by the way she
struggled to get around. | would make sure
to pick up shifts when i could so | could do

: THE RENT STRIKE

y September

* ACTA raises over $10,000 at huge
Fuerzas Inquilinos de Broadway y
Cuyler anti-ICE block party.

st visit to four
Park owned by
zas Activas de la
me  an  official
liver demands.

4

3 e
@1#.-400'

* BSTA pickets outside 33 Realty
offices for two weeks before finally
reaching a deal.

* PTA accepts deal with Infinity Capital.
: ' < ‘v i 3 B

November

October

* FAD announces historic, 60-tenant-
strong rent strike at press conference.

* Parkside Terrace Alliance continues fighting with
a 311 campaign & press conference for repairs.

December

% Worthiess slumiord
Imran Khan sues ACTA
for defamation.
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half of her caseload. She always said she
needed the hours because she was saving
up to get her second knee replacement
done. Seeing this week in and week out, it
really sunk in that this was a job for people
{o pay bills, and yet they couldn’t. | know the
place had enough to pay everyone better—
these patients’ families were hemorrhaging
thousands of dollars monthly to stay there.
This is where | learned work that was
deemed ‘important’ and ‘essential’ are not
treated as such.

My journey of investigating the
machinations of capitalism began as |
looked behind the facade of meritocracy
that my parents instilled in me at a young
age. My dad grew up dirt poor in West
Virginia, which he used as a receipt of proof
that puiling yourself up by your bootstraps is
real. Look he's the guy that somehow made
it out of poverty via hard work and nothing
else! What a groundbreaking concept for a
white man who grew up in the 70s. This
propaganda, of course, worked on a child.

As my young adult brain developed, |
was no longer interested in this delusional
worldview—oparticularly after the Black
Lives Matter movement and the Trump
election unveiled the self-evident racialized
oppression steeped into our societal
structures all around us. | took every
chance | could in school to research the
prison industrial complex, climate change,
and the for-profit heaithcare systern. | was
angry and sad, but had no clue what to do
other than write papers or consume social
media about the daily terror around us. |
have a feeling many of my peers are still
stuck in this state of disqust for the world,
hut taking no real action. My excuse then
was “What could | do anyway?”

Waell, this carried me to college. And
then grad schoot. Believing at the time that
the best way to fix the system was by
reforming it from the inside, by fighting for
just and right public health policies. As a
broke graduate student, it was easy to
romanticize my work ethic to make this
happen. | was working up to 3 jobs at a time
while in school. Of course, this afforded me
my first apartment which was a shit hole.
The leaking ceiling, carpet with mold under
it, infestation of roaches and mice were ali
the amenities my roommate and | got with
it—free! | was quick to learn my private
landlord was the most lame excuse-giving
bastard | had ever met. Silly me... mice and
roaches are supposed to be in our
apartment because we live in a city!

So when the time came, | jumped at the
opportunity to help out on a rent control
campaign with a socialist organization in
Philly. This was my first taste of
“organizing.” It was fun in many ways and |
took it seriously which is a good practice to
have. The best part was meeting neighbors
that | never would have otherwise. The
worst part was how mindlessly | followed
others in the organization. | was amongst
seasoned labor union organizers and
eviction defense attorneys, so | believed

that my thoughts would be useless. It
compounded as | spent more and more
time with Marxists who poked fun at the fact
that | didn't know any theory, but wouldn't try
to teach me either. | had a sense | agreed
with the concepts of Marx, of course, but |
had no sense of what any of it meant on a
concrete level. The world of theory felt
impenetrable and intimidating, and | was
too embarrassed about not knowing any of
it to ask. | assumed that this must be what
the world of organizing is like.

| moved to Chicago and immediately

v

went looking for a community in housing
organizing once more. Eventually | heard
about a communist tenant organizing group
cailed North Spaulding Renters Association
who shortly after became the Ali-Chicago
Tenant Ailiance. My immediate impression
of ACTA was that they were serious and
experienced. | was impressed and
intimidated once more by the people | was
surrounded by as they showed me their
newspaper and talked about pedagogy and
theory. But, it became clear that there
wasn't a stifling sense of hierarchy that
made someone's  knowledge
important nor the enforcement of clear right
and wrong answers here. This was different
from other spaces I'd been in, and the
practice of not knowing and leaming
collectively is one that ACTA embraces. The
concept of criticism as a means of learning
from failures helped me understand the
ways we learn from one another and
highlighted the seriousness of thinking
about each task we take on.

Yet, | admit | am still scared of failing. |
have this persistent sense of
embarrassment, feeling as though | am
doing things incorrectly. This feeling
throughout my life has often hindered me.
Notably, it has stopped me from doing
things | find important. But | am glad I've
been brave enough to tell those around me
in ACTA, “I don't know this” or “i feel like |
can't do this” or “V've failed at this"—"but |

maore

want to learn.” And this practice is
commonplace among the organization,
even by those who | view as experienced.

| think this fear of failure is reiatable to
various degrees for others. But | have found
that this is a revolutionary's task: failure.
Specifically the task of failing and seeing it
as an opportunity. A problem requires work
for a solution. Revolutionaries have and will
fail a lot, in small ways and bigger ways,
and yet must keep building. For what have
we to do if not try and fail and get better? |
am in the process of becoming a
revolutionary because | just recently figured
this out. We, as the working class, have
absolutely nothing better to do than exactly
this. Because there is a chasm between
where we are now and liberation.

“Critical-militant optimism orients itself
toward the Not-Yet-Become. It creates the
readiness to risk the intervention infto what
has not yet been achieved.”

The revolutionaries of our time must
build up the working class to become
revolutionaries too. We will work to become
strong enough and brave enough and
strategic enough to eventually confront the
ruling class in a meaningful and headstrong
way. Right now, my slice of this work, and
hopefully yours too, is building tenant
unions as the structures and fortresses for
our revolutionary vision of a militant working
class. In apartment buildings and
courtyards, during struggle and victory, this
is where tenants, people like you and me,
recognize that they, too, carry this
responsibility—and our wages that go to the
ruling class as rent are a powerful weapon
to wield.

In times like these, I've come across
many people antsy for change. Some might
just say that, while others might actually
mean it and don't know where to start. I've
peen both of those types of people at some
point in my life. There is no better time than
now and no better place to start than where
you call home.

“The work of hope requires people who
throw themselves actively into what is
becoming, to which they themseives
belong.”

As we each take up the struggle, the
problems we face will show the direction to
take in the next iteration of the fight. This is
the process of becoming a revolutionary. |
trust myself and my comrades to take the
task ahead of us seriously: to view
problems and failures as opportunities to
pivot and learn. So, am | a revolutionary? |
think the process of becoming is also a part
of being—therefore, | am a revolutionary,
and you can be foo.

Quotes from Ernst Bloch's The Principle of
Hope (1959). *
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TENANT
GRAPEVINE

Maya: So you were telling
me that you had a previous
landlord that was trying to lie to
Section 8.

Stacy: Yeah, yeah. | cant
remember his name though... |
[was] flooded, the basement
flooded out. FEMA came in, you
know, and then | never really got
what | should have got from
FEMA. So then he lied tc Section
8 and said | was breaking my lease
and stuff, which | really wasn't breaking it
Then he didn't want to give me my [money].
He lied to them.

Maya: Why do you think he was lying to
them?

Stacy: Sometimes people want to just keep
the money coming in with Secticn 8,
because it's guaranteed money. So they will
lie and say you're breaking the lease so you
can get in troubie.

Maya: Trying to get you out, maybe?

Stacy: No, | don't think he was trying to get
me out. | think he was literally trying to keep
that money coming in for Section 8 because
it's guaranteed money in your account...
You see what I'm saying? So, whatever. But
to lie on me, when | knew | wasn't breaking
the lease... and to have to go back and get
it. That's what pissed me off, you know, |
told him, don't you ever do that to me.
Because you knew I'd been here for years.
You knew | wouldn't break the lease. But,
you know, like | said, he was a bad one. And
when | flooded, when | fiooded! He left us,
left me in there with carpet for two weeks
and said that... the carpet people had said
that you have to leave it down there for two
weeks to let it dry. | said, no, no, no, no, no.
You have to cut carpets in squares and roll
them up and take them out.

Hassan: Why do you think the government
wants to cut Section 8 benefits?

Stacy: | think they want to cut it because
too many people are... You know, they're
living on it, you know what I'm saying? For
life. But some people that are disabled
themselves, like myself, | have to have it
You know what I'm saying?...I don't know
why they want to cut it . You said with the
food stamps, you're giving it to people who
gotta work. I've been there before, but i
can't work now. So, sort them out. People
who can't work give them stamps, peopie
that can work, get their abled bodies out
there.

Hassan: And it's the richest country that
has ever existed.

Stacy: It is the richest country. ..

Hassan: People should be able to have
food and shelter.

Stacy: All the time. You know you got this

big country and you know there's a lot of

people in there. Make sure you have
enough places for those people o live...
So, you know, we don't have that, you know,
not enough places 1o live. You know, where
this country’'s going, we're all going to be
like the next generation. We're going to all
be together in one house, it's sad...So it's a
sad country. And when people ask me
where | live, | try not to say Chicago. | just
live on the street. You know, | live in a place
on the street, that's all | say... And it's the
rich trying to get richer.

Hassan: There's some tenants that we
work with that are on rent strike right now
because their landlord, his name's Imran
Khan, he decided to raise the rent,
hundreds of dollars on these tenants. So
these tenants, they've been living there 40,
30, 2C years, and they decided as a group
to stop paying rent so that he would give
them a fair contract. What would you say to
these tenants?

Stacy: | don't know. It might work. it may not
work. Sometimes when you don't give them
their money, they find a way to get you out
that door. You know what I'm saying? | love
what they're doing, because you should
stand up for your rights. It's always your
stuff, but sometimes it works, and
sometimes you screw yourself. You just
never know what might happen... It's risky.

Hassan: But you support them.

Stacy: Oh, yeah, | support them. Oh, |
stand up for my rights and other peopie's
rights, too. You should stand up for your
rights, because these landlords, you know,
they want your money for the rent, and you
want all this money, and they want [to
increase] your rent. Because mine's going
up... every year, mine's going up. But, I'm
on Section 8. If Section 8 gets tired with it
and don't want to pay it, then | gotta go...
Cause | don't know what's going to happen

with Section 8 and where | might have to
live or who | might have to live with, | just
pray on it every day. But | love when people
stand up for their rights. So they're doing
right standing up for their rights and not
paying the rent. . The best thing to do is
take their money away. You know, when
they're doing these wrong stuff, like, take
the money away.

Hassan: Hit them in the pocket. Now they
want to listen. Now they want to have a
meeting.

Stacy: Yeah they do, but you gotta watch
out for the landlord too. Cause some of
them are dirty. They'll turn your heat off,
they'll turn your water off. You have to watch
[out for] them.

Maya: He doesn't. He just doesn’t. He
doesn't care.

Stacy: Mo, he doesn't care because he's
rich.

Maya: Exactly. Do you think iandlords
provide anything to society? Like if a
landiord wasn't there, wouid things change?

Stacy: | don't know what to say on that
cne... Like if you live in a building and you
don't like what you're going through, go take
one of those small houses or something.
Get an apartment or something until you get
another house or something. Because ii's
taken away from himthe landlord] and
that's what you're trying to do... So | don't
think they provide anything, mostly for the
headache really, you know. You know, if you
got a good landlord, sometimes they give
you a headache [too].

Hassan: Because the people that built the
house are different than the landlord.
They're different than the landlord. People
that fix the house are different.

Maya: They're all workers, right?

Hassan: They're probably tenants, toco.
They probably go back to their own
apartment.

Stacy: Oh, they do.

Maya: It's like if I'm your landlord and you
have an issue, all I'm doing is like, give me
money. Okay, I'm going to hire Hassan to fix
your issue. But you could have just done
that, right? There's no need.

Hassan: They're a person in the middle.

Maya: Yeah, there's like a little middieman
just taking your money and keeping some of
it and not fixing your issue.

Stacy: Some just keep all of it. | know some
lady, her landlord... Some landlords take
long to do things. | don't think you should
wait to do things. Nip it in the bud, get it
fixed so you don't have to worry about that
tenant. And then, you know, she wasn't
paying no rent. But you see that's what you
get: what you don't fix, you don't get. You
know what I'm saying? So I'm not mad that
people are holding on to their money. You
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know, not giving him his money and stuff.
Fix what you suppose to fix.

Hassan: They don't fix something and the
ceiling collapses. Or they don't fix
something and the kid gets lead
poisoning.

Stacy: Yeah, that's what I'm saying. So,
fix it.

Hassan: Right.

Stacy: You're going to be a landlord, be a
landlord. Be a better person, fix it up, what
you got to do. That's how you keep your
tenants. When you don't do what you're
supposed to do, tenants leave. But some
people are so afraid..Don't let them
intimidate you because that's what they
do. They intimidate you. Oh, I'm going to
intimidate her. You know, | ain't got to do
this. Yeah, you're right. You ain't got to do
nothing. But | got to move. Whatever. So

don't let people try to intimidate you.

Don't let them do that. Always stay in

ACTA
MONTHLY
REPORT

YQ GAIMS YOUTH MEMBERSHIP
The dedicated youth wing of ACTA has
oegun hosting monthiy sessions where
we spend time with the children of tenants
we crganize with to expiore questions
they have abcut the world and work to
integrate them into the production of
Tenants Talk, cur newspaper. In the past
month, we've spent time learning with a
teen from the Parkside Terrace Alliance in
Austin! We investigated topics such as
free will and how to interview for different
types of stories, and critiqued the Activity
Page in the paper (formerly the Kids
page). She’s coming back this week, and
we will pick up where we left off, furthering
her involvement in the areas of the
newspaper that interest her. We're excited
to continue learning with her, and we hope
to include more young people in these
sessions moving forward!

IB INTERVIEWED PAIGC

As part of ACTA's International Bulletin,
we interviewed a comrade from the
African Party for the independence of
Guinea and Cape Verde (PAIGC) to learn
about a recent coup in the west African
country of Guinea-Bissau. The comrade
also described the work of the PAIGC's
vouth wing as well as how democratic
centralism functions within their party.
This was quite an exciting exchange, as

your ground. Don't let them intimidate
you. And make sure that you let them
know you will stand up for yourself...It's
just like with a you know, like with a dog. If
you—the dog is timid. Don't let anybody
let treat you like that.

Maya: Yeah, you can't be like a
little dog.

Stacy: Yeah, you can't be like no
little dog. You've got to be like a
german shepherd or a doberman
or a guard dog and tear it up!

Hassan: Bark back.

Maya: Bark back, that's a good
message. &)

Stacy: Bark back yeah. |
do it all the time. %

== ¥

the PAIGC is the historic party of Amilcar
Cabral, one of the most influential
revolutionaries for ACTA.

ACTA CREATES SCOUTING
DIVISION TO SEARCH FOR
SLUMLORDS

In the new year ACTA is facing to
converging developments. On one hand,
we have grown immensely, gaining
dedicated and well trained members who
are eager to gst into the fight. On the
other hand several long-term union
projects are reaching their culmination
and will soon see a decrease in intensity.
Both of these developments hava
converged on the necassity for new work,
and as a result ACTA is making a stride
towards a new method of scouting.

ACTA's brand new scouting team,
made up of both newer members and
experienced hands will be heading out
into the city over the coming months in
search of tenants ready to organize a
union. If you live on the North or West side
of Chicago, an ACTA member might be
knocking on your door soon. %
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Landiord hiking you and your
neighbors rent?

Landlord kicking you and your
neighbors to the curb?

Want to build a union and do
something about it?

Text us at (773) 770-5650

SUPPFRRNT
RETR

The All-Chicago Tenant Alliance is
run entirely by volunteers and is
supported by dues and donations
from supporters across Chicago.

E - if you have the
means, please

i g support our

. organization with a

E - regular monthly
= commitment of $10.



The Collector of Homes
CHAPTER 9 ~ THE END

lnsidc of The Collecior’s home, Fredidy and
Angie saw a familiar sight. Thousands of tiny
snowglobes stacked against the wall, each one
with & tny building wnside. If anything, the vol-
lection had grown since the last time the children
had walked down the hallway. Now, however,

they were not under the warchful guard of

Mondo. The two siblings hada erowd of allies at
thew back and only a namow hallway between
them and the man who had taken their bome.
Slowly they advanced upon the doar to The Col-
tector’s office. Without even a knock, Freddy
nuned the knob and pushed open the dm .

“Mondeo, tell me you've gotien tid of all those
irty-"" The Collector, who had been pouring

came over the man. If he could have looked in
the nurror at just that moment, he might have
ized his expression as one of complete
sek and fear. Tt was an expression he had seen
on *Ix nty of others but which never crossed his
OWn U ipimsant httle face. “Oh! It’s you ag
he gasped, pushing his Iuxurious wﬂm office
chair back slowly.

“Thars right, we 're here for our homes,
announced.

Angie

“Your homes? I don’t understand. Everything
here is mine. [ can show you the paperwork to
prove it,” The Collector stamimered sheepishly.
He furnbled with some of the papers on his desk
and then pulled one from a monumental stack
'iimi' threatened to topple at any minute. “Here it
is, 2134 Maypole, and a receipt for éll}.\h aillion
dotlars. See? [ bought it fair and square.”

"And where did you come up with that kind of

3.kl

money fa

Archie asked with a deep chuckle.

“Well, from my other buildings of course,” The
Collector said with a nervous smile.

““You mean from the people inside, workirg hard
all day to pay for you and your collection!”
Archie shouted, making The Collector jump.

“Look, we can work something out. Here! Have
your home back. Take it and leave me alone, all
of'you,” The Collector said, ieaping from behind
his desk. He snatched one of the many glass
globes piled agamst the wall and thrust it into

Angie’s hands.

Angie tooked down at the hitle buiiding, This
was it at last. She almost couldn’t believe her
eyes. After all the trouble she and her brother had
been through, the building was finally in her
hands. She could see the familiar red brick and

the unkempr grass 1 the courtyard. She could
c:ven see rer mother there at the window, resting

her forehead against the glass. Angie felt tears in
her eyes.

“Well, go on. Take it and tell the others to leave
with you. This is a real act of generosity on my
part. I'll ever give you some free advice, little
gul. As long as it stays inside that glass dome,
you can turn that building you're holding into
more. Think of it as a bwinnm& If you run a

tight ship soon you'll be able to collect five or
ten. Who knows, in a few decades you might
even be just like me,” The Collector said, fixing
his spiked-up hair and regaining his lost compo-
sure.

Angie looked up at him and imagmed herself in
tis place, n an elegant house like this one with
an iron gate protecting the lawn. She imagined
living surrounded by the buildings she had col-
lected, homes she had no intentior: of ever visit-
ing and only kept because the real, hard working
people inside would pay her to live in them She
shuddered and fifted her anms, raising the glass
globe above her head. The Collector of Homes
waiched her in utter disbelief.

“l never want to become like you,” Angie
growled and smashed the globe down onto the
foor, shatering it in one decisive movement.

The eresh of the munsature glass model on the
doni made the life drain from The Collector’s
face. Kira was the first to react, letting out an ex-

cited whoop and dashing towards the stacks of

snowglobes around the wall. Freddy and Archie

Jjoined in, calling out to the crowd in the hallway.

Scon the crashes muluplied and The Cellector

watched as hus collection was reduced to piles of

worthiess glass.

All around the city, nothing suddenly became
something, In the blink of an eye, Dmldmgs reap-
peared by the thousands. Lots which had been
ominously empty filled with warmth and life.
Mecthers and fathers worried about rent felt a
wave of rclief. Children who were lost in the
street unexpectedly remembered their way
home.

*“This is termble!”” The Collector of Homes
cried with & tortured wail. “All of my
homes are gone!”

Freddy looked at the sad man with sur-
prise. The Collector seemed to have aged
thirty vears in only a few minutes. He
looked as if he had actually been working
for a living over the last decades.

“That’s not true, Mr. Collector. You have
this one,” Freddy said, feeling strangely
sorry for the man.
“One home is no collection,” the man
sobbed, sinking to his knees.

“No, but it 1s enough to five in,” Freddy told hum.
For an adult, The Collector seemed awfuilly con-
fused about how things worked.

On the bus ride home, Freddy and Angie said
their goodbyes to Archie and Kira.

“You know, now that i('s over, 1 think I'm going
to miss my little den. Maybe we can come up
with a nice litile place to meet up in our neigh-
borhood,” Kira said.

“Hopefully \Mth less roten eggs this time
around,” Angie said, laughing. They waved at
Kira as she hopped off the bus and headed to-
wards home.

When Archie reached his stop, he tumed to the
siblings and swept them up into a big hug.

“Don’t you two forget what you leamed from all
of this. You are our future, and you will have to
set an example for the world. 1 hope we will
meet again in the struggle,”” Archie listened to the
children’s goodbyes, gave a salute and then
headed off down the sidewalk as purposefuily as
ever,

Angie and Freddy found their mother at home
waiting for them as ifthe building had been there
the entire time. Nevertheless, something had
changed. She seemied more at ease than before.
Angie and Freddy hugged tightly, glad to feel the
comfort of their apartment after the long adven-
ture. The evening was calm. Mr. Bames was out-
side walking his dog; on the fire escape, the three
retired men were laughing together as they
watched the sunset; on the top floor Mr. and Mrs.
Hart put on a record they had listened to in their
youth; and way off on the other side of the city,
the bus driver whistled her tune as she picked up
a group of workers heading home for the night.




% Youth: Rebuild
'~ Your Neighborhood!

The last question we asked for the Tenant Grapevine in 2025 was:
What should be built for the kids in the neighborhood in 20262

All sorts of people responded to our question: kids, workers at the
local corner stores, fathers, grandmother's... What would you like to
see built in the neighborhood?

In the box below, write the address where you think that thing,
whatever may be, could go. Save some space to draw later...

Now, ask an adult who has lived in your neighborhood for a long
time: What used to be built on that spot? Do they have any special
memories about it?

Based on the interview, draw a sketch of the space in the box. Think:
What would be the first step to building what you want to see in that
space, in reality? What tools and people would you need?




